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WEATHER

The semi-permanent Pacific high dominated the State of California over the last week. Conditions over
the State remained dry.  Skies remained mostly clear throughout most of California, with occasional
stratus along the coast.  Daytime high temperatures ranged from the 60's and 70's along the coast, 80's
and 90's in the Central Valley and foothills, 100 degrees to around 120 degrees in the desert, and in the

70's in the Sierra Nevada.  This is a typical weather pattern for late June in the Golden State.  In the Sierra Nevada
Mountain range near Lake Tahoe, a thick layer of smoke developed on Sunday.  This was due to a serious forest fire
called the Angora Fire with over 200 homes lost.  There were several other fires in southern California restricting
visibilities due to smoke.  

FIELD CROPS

The fourth cutting of alfalfa was underway in some areas of the State.  Irrigation and fertilization continued in rice fields.
Rice fields were also treated for weeds. Cotton squaring and boll setting progressed, though development was slower
in some areas due to cool nights.  Cotton was looking good in Kern County and was being irrigated and sprayed for
insects.  Wheat harvest had ended in Stanislaus County.  New sugar beet fields were still being cultivated and irrigated
while fall sugar beets were still being harvested.  Corn for grain and silage was in various stages of growth in Fresno
County.  In Merced County winter forage cutting for silage and hay was winding down.  Sunflower and safflower were
blooming in Sutter County, with an early safflower harvest expected.  Blackeye beans were being irrigated in Tulare
County with good growth reported.  

FRUIT CROPS

Grape and stone fruit growers continued to fertilize, irrigate, and apply sprays to control weeds, diseases, and insects.
Grape bunch thinning also occurred.  Some thinning and normal harvest continued in stone fruit.   Harvests of Black
Velvet, Patterson and Judy’s Delight apricots remained underway.  Apricot harvest was winding down in Tulare County.
Brittany Lane, Honey Sweet, Ice Princess, Earlirich, Crimson Lady, Sierra Snow, Snow Blaze and Super Rich peaches
and Kay Sweet, Red Roy, Zee Fire, June Pearl, Candy Pearl, Ruby Pearl and Royal Glow nectarines were still being
harvested.  Black Beaut, Yummy Beaut, Flavor Green, Flavorosa, Rich Red, Yummy Rosa and Showtime plum varieties
were also harvested, as were Early Dapple, Flavorosa and Tropical Plumana pluots.  Golden Sweet and Honey Gold
apriums were harvested.  Cherry harvest was nearing the end. Apples were sprayed for codling moth.  Pomegranates
and figs were forming fruit.  Valencia harvest was slowing down.  The January freeze caused internal drying to fruit
requiring packers to separate damaged fruit.  A few lemons and grapefruit were being packed.  Irrigation to citrus and
olives was expected to increase with continuing hot weather.  Blackberries, blueberries, boysenberries and
strawberries were harvested in Stanislaus County.   Raspberries were harvested in San Benito County.

NUT CROPS

The heavy almond crop continued to do well.  Almond orchards were sprayed for weeds and mites. Walnut growers
were irrigating orchards and some groves were treated for codling moth.

VEGETABLE CROPS

Fresh market tomatoes, cantaloupe and honeydew were still being planted in Merced County while watermelon
planting was winding down.  Honeydew melons were also being planted in San Joaquin County.  Harvests for
watermelons and cantaloupes had already begun in Kern County.  Eggplant, tomatoes, melons, squash, peppers and
sweet corn were growing well in Tulare County.  In Fresno County, melons, asparagus, processing and fresh market
tomatoes and lettuce fields continued to be weeded, irrigated, fertilized, and treated to control insects and mildew.
Harvests of bok choy, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cilantro, collard and dandelion greens, cucumbers, daikon,
garlic, green onions, kale, leaf and head lettuce, leeks, mustard greens, parsley, parsnips, rutabaga, spinach and
tomatoes were ongoing in Fresno County.

LIVESTOCK

Fire danger was at a high level due to very dry conditions in California.  Some beef cows remained on dry foothill
pastures in the central and northern areas and were receiving supplemental feed and/or protein supplements.   Many
calves and stocker cattle bought at auctions the past month have gone to out-of-State locations where they have better
pasture conditions.  Milk production has dropped off in central California due to hotter weather.  Sheep were grazing
on dryland wheat, retired farmland and older alfalfa fields.  Bee hives were being placed into alfalfa and onion seed fields
as well as melon, cucumber and squash fields in the central area.  Due to the bee shortage, more growers are using
leaf cutter bees,  particularly in alfalfa seed fields in the Imperial Valley and central California.    

This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp



CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  –  WEEK ENDING 06/24/07

STATIONS

TEMPERATURE GROWING DEGREE
DAYS AT 60oF BASE PRECIPITATION

Average
Week
Ending

06/24/07

Departure
from

Normal
High Low

This Season Normal This Season Normal

January 1 -
06/24/07

January 1 -
06/24/07

Week
Ending

06/24/07

July 1 -
06/24/07

July 1 -
06/24/07

July 1 -
June 30

- - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Inches - -
NORTH COAST
Eureka 53 -4 63 42 0 0 0.00 36.52 38.05 37.53
Ukiah 67 -2 96 48 362 244 0.00 23.43 39.08 37.96
Santa Rosa 64 -2 85 46 224 150 0.00 20.63 30.71 30.30

CENTRAL COAST
San Francisco AP 62 0 74 51 116 34 0.00 11.66 20.19 19.70
San Jose 66 -2 85 54 346 290 0.00 9.46 15.04 14.42
Salinas AP 61 -1 71 51 69 28 0.00 8.44 12.73 12.44
Monterey FAA 60 -1 70 51 39 5 0.00 7.03 14.57 18.72
King City 66 -1 88 44 325 191 0.00 5.26 12.15 11.44
Paso Robles AP 70 0 99 42 465 299 0.00 3.92 13.25 13.95

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Redding 79 3 100 58 878 557 0.00 22.73 35.47 33.30
Red Bluff FSS 78 1 100 57 874 632 0.00 12.74 23.54 22.29
Chico AFS 76 2 99 54 796 479 0.00 12.86 26.31 26.32
Marysville 74 -1 100 51 755 645 0.00 12.55 22.23 21.04
Sacramento AP 72 0 98 54 588 441 0.00 10.89 17.83 17.52

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Stockton WSO 75 1 100 54 817 540 0.01 7.93 13.84 13.95
Fresno 80 2 101 60 1,011 732 0.00 6.06 11.30 10.60
Bakersfield 81 2 100 64 1,138 830 0.00 3.06 6.50 5.72

SOUTH COAST
Santa Maria AP 61 0 74 47 136 16 0.00 5.11 14.08 12.36
Santa Barbara 61 -2 74 49 70 68 0.03 7.24 17.20 16.25
Ventura 62 62 74 49 98 0 0.00 6.09 15.22 4.71
Los Angeles 70 -1 83 60 679 624 0.00 3.21 15.15 14.77
Riverside 76 2 98 55 867 524 0.00 1.70 10.64 9.58
San Diego AP 66 -2 74 60 289 392 0.00 3.83 10.71 9.90

SOUTHEAST INTERIOR
Bishop 76 4 103 49 561 313 0.00 1.51 4.99 5.37
Lancaster 82 6 103 60 958 533 0.00 1.33 7.80 6.92
Daggett AP 88 3 108 69 1,566 1,137 0.00 0.58 4.18 3.93
Thermal AP 86 -1 112 59 1,804 1,630 0.00 0.19 3.59 3.16
Blythe 92 1 111 71 2,019 1,780 0.00 3.85 4.06 3.60
Imperial 91 3 112 68 1,992 1,672 0.00 0.27 3.00 2.75

CASCADE - SIERRA
Alturas 61 1 88 34 61 0 0.00 7.35 12.12 12.01
Mt.  Shasta 63 2 85 43 128 17 0.00 26.63 39.61 37.02
Blue Canyon 67 4 77 54 202 24 0.00 49.69 65.35 67.04
Yosemite 71 4 94 51 314 112 0.00 15.39 38.10 37.05

Normal is defined as average over the 30-year period 1961 through 1990.  Dashes (- -) in Average Week Ending and Departure from Normal
columns mean less than five days reporting, while in High and Low columns mean no days reporting.

Weekly summary provided by the Western Regional Climate Center with data reported by the National Weather Service.  When data are
quality controlled by the National Climatic Data Center, the accumulated growing degree day and precipitation values are updated.


